Legal Notice
The City of Vincennes will hold a public hearing on Tuesday March 22, 2011 beginning at 5:00pm with an informal Open House session; the formal public hearing will begin at 6:00pm.  The hearing will be held at the Vincennes City Hall, located at 201 Vigo Street, Vincennes, Indiana.
The purpose of the public hearing is to afford all interested persons an opportunity to comment on the current plans for the proposed construction of a new bridge structure to facilitate the separation of three, at-grade CSX railroad crossings on Sixth Street. The City of Vincennes is planning to undertake this bridge construction project funded, in part, by the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA). The proposed project is located near the downtown area of the City of Vincennes. 
The need for the project derives from the excessive number of grade crossings where high train and vehicle exposures cause traffic delays, which subsequently have a negative impact on economic productivity and emergency response times. The high potential for train/vehicle collisions, potential impacts of a hazardous material spill, and the negative impacts on emergency service operations are considered substantial safety concerns that require resolution.  In addition, this division of neighborhoods disrupts traffic circulation patterns reducing the quality of life for the surrounding community.  
It is proposed to replace the three at-grade railroad crossings on Sixth Street with one grade separation structure. Sixth Street would be relocated approximately 495’southeast of its current location at the midpoint of the project. The new horizontal alignment would be curvilinear and the vertical alignment will be on a 4.9% (maximum) grade over the railroad tracks. The proposed overpass structure would consist of a curved three-span (129’-3”, 190’-3”, 171’-0”) continuous, composite steel beam bridge with a concrete deck, concrete piers and concrete bents.  Structure length would be approximately 456’ and the construction of the approaches would result in a project length of approximately 2,350’ (0.45 mile).

It is proposed to provide a four lane (lane widths of 11’) cross-section along realigned Sixth Street, which would be bordered by curb and shoulders (varies from 4’-4” to 6’-5” left and 2’-0” to 4’-5”  right), which extend across the bridge.  Sidewalks that vary from 6’-0” to 7’-3” would border the pavement.  The traffic lanes will be separated by a 4’ raised median. At the intersections, the raised concrete median would be eliminated and an 11’ turn lane would be introduced.
Construction of the Sixth Street overpass project is anticipated to require approximately 4.95 acres of additional right of way. The new construction would be maintained within a right-of-way of 135’ maximum. The existing land use of this additional right-of-way is 3.50 acres commercial and 1.45 acres railroad easement.  Temporary right-of-way would be required to tie the new cross-section into the existing network. The use of context sensitive solutions to accent the look of the bridge is proposed to assimilate the bridge into the existing neighborhood. In addition, the project proposes the construction of two detention basins. The first detention basin would be located near the northern terminus of the project and the second basin would be located near College Avenue and realigned Sixth Street.
The proposed realignment of Sixth Street would result in the closure of portions of four local streets to accommodate the construction: Sixth Street would be closed west of Depot Street and east of Locust Street; Seventh Street would be closed east of College Avenue; Wabash Street would be closed north of Eighth Street and Sycamore Street would be closed just south of Sixth Street.

Comment sheets will be provided and a court recorder will be present to take comments for the official record. Individuals interested in participating in the public statement session may sign the speaker’s schedule prior to the presentation. All comments submitted prior to, during and for a period of 30 days following the public hearing, will be evaluated and addressed in the finalized version of the environmental document. Prior to and following the formal presentation, project plans, displays and other materials will be available for public review.  Project officials from the City and the consultant, Beam, Longest and Neff, LLC, will be available to address questions, comments and concerns. The deadline for submitting comments regarding this project will be Friday, April 11, 2011. 
In accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, the views of the public were sought regarding the effect of the proposed project on the historic elements as per 36 CFR 800.2(d), 800.3(e) and 800.6(a)(4).  Pursuant to 36 CFR 800.6(a) (4), the documentation specified in 36 CFR 800.11(e) serves as the basis for the Adverse Effect finding. The Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) approved the Area of Potential Effect (APE)/Eligibility Determinations and the “Adverse Effect” finding on April 19, 2010.

In accordance with the “Americans With Disabilities Act”, if you have a disability for which the City of Vincennes needs to provide accommodations, please call Mrs. Elayna Stoner Phillips, Beam, Longest and Neff, LLC at (317) 849-5832, estoner@b-l-n.com by March 15, 2011. 
Information on the project is available for viewing prior to the public hearing at the following locations:
The Vincennes City Hall, located at 201 Vigo Street, in Vincennes, Indiana 

The office of Beam, Longest and Neff, L.L.C., located at 8126 Castleton Road, Indianapolis, Indiana. 
Project information can also be accessed at the project website: http://www.vincennes6thst.com
This notice is published in compliance with Code of Federal Regulations, Title 23, Section 771 (CFR 771.111 (h) (1) which states: “Each state must have procedures approved by the FHWA to carry out a public involvement/public hearing program.” 23 CFR 450.212 (a)(7) states: “Public involvement procedures shall provide for periodic review of the effectiveness of the public involvement process to ensure that the process provides full and open access to all revision of the process necessary” approved by the Federal Highways Administration, U.S. Department of Transportation, and Indiana Department of Transportation on April 1, 2009.

